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RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  CUCKFIELD 


REPORT 

OF 

THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


Health  Department, 

Oaklands, 

Haywards  Heath. 

Tel.  No.  Haywards  Heath  50301  September,  1965. 

To  the:  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Cuckfield  Rural  District  Council. 

Madam  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1964. 

The  corrected  birth  rate  of  18.00  was  slightly  less  than  that  of  the  previous 
year,  but  this  was  more  than  compensated  by  a marked  fall  in  the  death  rate 
and  led  to  a natural  increase  in  population  of  220,  which  compared  favourably 
with  1963,  when  a figure  of  100  was  recorded. 

The  infant  mortality  rate  of  10.91,  which  was  well  within  the  national 
average  for  England  and  Wales  (21.1),  again  showed  a slight  fall  and,  of  the 
six  deaths  which  occurred  during  the  first  year,  five  took  place  during  the  first 
week  of  life.  Despite  a further  decline  in  the  still  birth  rate  the  perinatal 
mortality  rate  rose  slightly  to  25.04  due  to  the  restraining  effect  of  a lowered 
birth  rate  without  a parallel  reduction  in  early  neonatal  mortality.  The  peri- 
natal mortality  rate  for  Mid-Sussex  as  a v/hole  rose  from  22.58  (1963)  to  24.65, 
but  this  figure  still  compared  most  favourably  with  the  P.M.R.  for  England 
and  Wales  (29.3),  and  minor  fluctuations  of  this  kind  are  of  little  significance. 

The  long  absence  of  maternal  deaths  due  to  childbirth  (including  abortion) 
was  broken  this  year  when  a death  occurred,  giving  a maternal  mortality  rate 
for  the  year  of  1.79  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births. 

The  foregoing  figure,  representing  a sample  population  in  which  consider- 
ably less  than  1,000  live  and  still  births  occur  per  year,  must  inevitably  be 
magnified  and  should  be  discounted. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  registered  during  the  year  was  330,  giving  a 
corrected  death  rate  of  8.24  per  thousand  population.  An  analysis  of  the  main 
causes  of  death  will  be  found  on  page  13. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  BOUNDARY  REVIEW 

The  tripartite  National  Health  Service  has  been  described  as  a tripod  with 
the  Ministry  of  Health  at  the  apex.  If  such  an  analogy  be  valid  then  the 
public  health  service  is  represented  by  the  third  and  weakest  limb,  the  latter 
being  additionally  enfeebled  by  a split  which,  in  the  greater  part  of  England  and 
Wales,  divides  its  main  services  (personal  and  environmental)  between  County 
and  County  District  Councils  respectively.  Despite  a personal  experience  of 
an  excellent  relationship  with  a County  Health  Authority  over  a period  of 
several  years  such  a division  can  be  restricting,  particularly  in  an  area  of  rapid 
growth  such  as  Mid-Sussex,  and  the  various  spheres  of  influence  in  personal 
and  environmental  health  are,  apart  from  their  artificiality,  unintelligible  not 
only  to  the  public  but  to  many  doctors. 
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A greater  local  influence  in  personal  health  can  only  be  achieved  in  Mid- 
Sussex  by  a unification  of  the  three  districts  and,  from  the  purely  public  health 
viewpoint,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  immediate  post-war  trend  towards  central- 
isation of  the  personal  public  health  services  upon  the  major  local  authorities 
will,  to  some  extent,  be  reversed  by  delegation  when  Mid-Sussex  and  similar 
areas  fall  for  review  by  the  Boundary  Commission.  It  is  certain  that  whatever 
may,  or  may  not,  happen  as  a result  of  local  government  changes,  a much 
greater  sense  of  common  purpose  between  the  three  parts  of  the  National 
Health  Service  must  be  achieved  if  positive  health  is  to  be  accomplished  for  the 
majority  of  the  people  of  this  country  in  the  foreseeable  future. 

Integration  of  consultant,  family  doctor  and  public  health  services  has 
already  been  envisaged  in  the  Porritt  Report.  Mid-Sussex,  with  its  excellent 
medical  and  social  services  would,  in  my  view,  provide  a most  suitable  area  for 
an  experiment  on  these  lines. 


IMMUNISATION  AGAINST  DIPHTHERIA,  WHOOPING  COUGH, 

TETANUS  AND  POLIOMYELITIS 

The  total  number  of  inoculations  carried  out  at  clinics  and  schools  attended 
by  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health  increased  by  approximately  90  per  cent, 
during  the  year  as  compared  with  1963.  (See  summary  below). 

There  was  a slight  decrease  in  the  number  of  children  immunised  in  the 
Rural  District  but  in  Burgess  Hill  the  total  was  two-and-a-half  times  that  of 
the  previous  year. 


C.R.D.C. 

C.U.D.C. 

B.H.U.D.C. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation: 

T.A.F 

215 

298 

286 

Diphtheria/Tetanus  . . ... 

175 

233 

298 

Trivax  (Triple)  . . 

- 

142 

754 

Tetanus  . . 

— 

7 

21 

390 

680 

1,359 

Others : 

Smallpox  . . 

— 

13 

128 

Poliomyelitis  (Oral) 

- 

327 

906 

Influenza  (C.U.D.C.  Staff) 

— 

58 

— 

390 

1,078 

2,393 

CucKFiELD  Rural  District 

3 

90 

CucKFiELD  Urban  District 

• • • • 

. . 1,078 

Burgess  Hill  Urban  District 

. . 2,393 

Total 

. . 3,861 

INTERNATIONAL  CERTIFICATES  OF  VACCINATION  AGAINST 
SMALLPOX  AND  CHOLERA 

During  the  year,  1,137  certificates  were  authenticated  by  the  Health 
Department. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 

One  hundred  and  thirty  cases  of  infectious  disease  were  notified  during 
the  year,  and,  of  the  total  notifications  received,  93  were  attributed  to  measles 
and  8 to  whooping  cough.  There  were  7 cases  of  dysentery,  3 of  which  occurred 
in  the  same  family. 

TYPHOID  OUTBREAK  IN  ABERDEEN 

During  the  early  summer  considerable  attention  was  focused  on  the  typhoid 
outbreak  in  Aberdeen  which,  although  comparatively  remote  from  Mid-Sussex, 
gave  a considerable  amount  of  work  to  the  public  health  inspectorate  in  an 
endeavour  to  trace  suspected  brands  of  corned  beef.  The  danger  of  a symptom- 
less carrier  from  the  Aberdeen  area  entering  the  retail  food  or  catering  trades 
in  Mid-Sussex  was  also  considered.  In  June  a circular  letter  was  sent  to  all 
family  doctors  in  the  area  asking  for  information  concerning  any  patients  who 
had  been  in  Aberdeen  since  early  May  and  were  known  to  be  engaged  in  the 
catering  trade. 

CASE  OF  BRUCELLOSIS  IN  MID-SUSSEX  AREA 

In  December  a family  doctor  drew  my  attention  to  a case  of  brucellosis 
(undulant  fever)  which  had  occurred  in  a patient  who  is  resident  in  the  Mid- 
Sussex  area.  After  a few  weeks  of  vague  ill  health  and  loss  of  apppetite  the 
patient,  a middle-aged  executive,  developed  a temperature  with  severe  sweating 
and  pain  in  the  limbs.  The  family  doctor  considered  typhoid  as  an  initial 
diagnosis  and  submitted  a sample  of  blood  to  the  laboratory,  from  which  a 
report  was  subsequently  received  that  an  agglutination  test  against  brucella 
abortus  was  positive  at  a titre  of  1 in  2000. 

As  the  patient’s  father-in-law  is  a local  dairy  farmer  and  raw  milk  is  used 
in  both  households,  the  circumstantial  evidence  was  strongly  in  favour  of  the 
infection  having  been  acquired  in  this  manner.  There  was  no  danger  to  public 
health  as  a result  of  this  incident  as  all  the  milk  collected  from  the  farm  is 
pasteurised  at  the  receiving  depot  before  distribution.  I visited  the  farm  and 
advised  the  farmer  to  arrange  for  the  scalding  of  all  milk  used  by  his  family 
and  it  was  also  suggested  that  those  employees  who  received  raw  milk  from  the 
farm  should  be  told  to  do  the  same. 

The  subsequent  progress  of  the  patient  followed  a typical  course  with 
characteristic  exacerbations  after  periods  of  apparent  recovery.  The  long 
period  of  inactivity  associated  with  the  disease  and  the  financial  implications 
in  the  case  of  a key  member  of  a family  only  serve  to  emphasise  the  need  for 
(a)  pasteurisation  of  all  milk,  or  (b)  an  intensive  programme  to  eradicate  brucel- 
losis in  cattle. 

Liaison  with  the  District  Veterinary  Officer  (Ministry  of  Agriculture  and 
Fisheries)  was  maintained  throughout  the  investigation  of  this  incident. 

SALMONELLOSIS  IN  CATTLE 

In  November  a Veterinary  Officer  of  the  Animal  Health  Division  at  Lewes 
(Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries)  reported  an  outbreak  of  salmonellosis 
in  calves  on  a farm  in  the  Mid-Sussex  area.  It  would  appear  that  since  the 
arrival  of  a new  batch  of  calves  at  the  farm  there  had  been  many  cases  of  sal- 
monella infection  among  the  animals.  Most  of  the  cases  had  been  due  to 
Salmonella  typhimurium,  a common  food  poisoning  organism,  but  at  the  time 
of  the  Veterinary  Officer’s  report  Salmonella  paratypffi  B had  been  isolated 
from  a calf  which  had  died  of  the  disease.  The  Veterinary  Officer  and  I agreed 
that  although  the  disease  was  likely  to  have  been  imported  from  outside,  it  was 
just  possible  that  the  infection  might  be  human  in  origin,  i.e.  via  a symptomless 
carrier  who  might  have  acquired  the  infection  in  the  neighbouring  poultry 
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houses,  which  form  a substantial  part  of  the  business. 

On  visiting  the  farm  with  the  Senior  Public  Health  Inspector  on  the  follow- 
ing day,  the  manager  and  staff  were  interviewed  and  arrangements  were  made 
for  the  collection  of  stool  specimens  from  workers  employed  on  both  sides  of 
the  business.  Instructions  were  given  to  the  workers  on  the  need  for  strict 
personal  hygiene  in  order  to  protect  themselves  and  their  families  against 
infection. 

In  due  course  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  reported  that  all  the  specimens 
submitted  were  negative  for  organisms  of  the  salmonella  group  and  it  is  now 
firmly  believed  that  the  calves  were  infected  prior  to  their  arrival  at  the  farm. 

The  prevalence  of  salmonella  infection  in  cattle  and  the  need  for  much 
higher  standards  of  hygiene  in  our  slaughterhouses  is  occupying  the  attention 
of  the  authorities  at  the  present  time.  It  is  now  quite  evident  that  much  of  our 
meat  may  be  contaminated  with  salmonella  organisms  when  it  is  delivered  to 
our  homes  and  this  is  at  least  one  of  the  ways  in  which  the  ubiquitous  salmonella 
may  gain  entry  to  our  food  stores.  It  is  fortunate  that  the  high  temperature 
to  which  meat  is  submitted  during  the  cooking  process  reduces  the  hazards 
considerably,  but  only  scrupulous  care  on  the  part  of  the  housewife  can  prevent 
contamination  of  other  susceptible  foods  with  organisms  from  the  meat  when 
it  is  in  its  raw  state. 

LEAD  PAINT  FINISH  IN  TOY  MOUTH  ORGANS 

As  a result  of  a discovery  by  the  Public  Analyst  in  connection  with  an 
imported  toy,  the  following  letter,  which  is  self-explanatory,  was  sent  in  January 
to  forty-two  toy  traders  in  the  Mid-Sussex  area.  At  the  same  time  all  general 
practitioners,  health  visitors  and  other  persons  likely  to  be  interested  were 
informed. 

“ Confidential 

MID-SUSSEX  DISTRICT 

Health  Department, 

Oaklands, 

Boltro  Road, 

Haywards  Heath,  Sussex. 

6th  January,  1965, 

Dear  Sir  or  Madam, 

Lead  Paint  Finish  in  Toy  Mouth  Organs 

The  Public  Analyst  recently  drew  my  attention  to  the  level  of  lead 
(13,000  parts  per  million)  in  the  paint  covering  the  surface  of  a toy  mouth 
organ  which  had  been  purchased  in  the  district  at  Christmas  time. 

It  would  appear  that  the  child  to  whom  the  toy  had  been  given  as  a 
present  had  succeeded  in  removing  a considerable  proportion  of  the  paint 
from  the  instrument  with  his  mouth  and  teeth.  When  the  child  subse- 
quently developed  abdominal  pain  (not  in  itself  an  unusual  phenomenon 
in  the  festive  season)  the  mother  became  anxious,  and  noticing  the  lack  of 
paint  on  the  mouth  organ  called  to  mind  comparatively  recent  accounts 
in  the  national  press  of  lead  poisoning  in  children,  some  cases  of  which 
had  been  attributed  to  the  ingestion,  of  paint  from  toys.  The  mother 
decided  that  the  child  might  be  suffering  from  lead  poisoning  and  submitted 
the  mouth  organ  to  the  Public  Analyst  for  examination. 

It  would  appear  to  me  that  the  shght  excess  of  lead  found  in  the  paint 
covering  the  mouth  organ  (1.3  per  cent.)  as  compared  with  the  level  of  1.1 
per  cent,  recommended  by  the  British  Standards  Institution  is  almost  an 
academic  point,  having  regard  to  the  fact  that  no  reasonable  person  in 
these  days  would  expect  a toy  designed  specifically  for  the  mouth  to  be 
finished  in  this  manner. 
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I have  taken  up  this  matter  with  the  Ministry  of  Health  and  hope 
that  it  may  be  possible  to  arrange,  through  the  Board  of  Trade,  for  the 
screening  of  importations  of  this  type. 

In  conclusion  I would  suggest  that  this  is  also  a matter  which  the 
individual  toy  dealer  should  in  his  own  interests  bring  to  the  notice  of  the 
Trade  Association  and  I hope  that  some  of  you  may  consider  doing  so. 

If,  as  a result  of  our  desire  to  circularise  all  traders  who  might  sell 
toys,  your  name  has  been  wrongly  included  in  our  list  of  potential  toy 
dealers,  please  ignore  this  letter.  A photostat  of  the  multicoloured  carton 
containing  the  mouth  organ  is  enclosed  herewith. 

Yours  faithfully, 

(Signed)  D.  M.  RICHARDSON, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health.” 

A full  report  on  the  above  findings  was  sent  to  a Senior  Medical  Officer 
at  the  Ministry  of  Health.  The  only  remaining  specimen  of  the  mouth  organ 
available  at  the  shop  concerned  was  purchased  by  the  Senior  Public  Health 
Inspector  (Cuckfield  U.D.C.)  and  sent  to  the  Government  Chemist  for  exam- 
ination. 

Following  the  interest  shown  by  the  Press  in  this  incident,  the  facts  soon 
became  known  to  a leading  importer  of  mouth  organs,  with  the  result  that  within 
a few  days  several  similar  importations  from  the  Far  East  were  sent  for  labora- 
tory examination. 

It  is  understood  from  the  Ministry  of  Health  that  the  Home  Office  are 
considering  the  preparation  of  Regulations  under  the  Consumer  Protection 
Act,  1961,  which  will  include  a statutory  limit  for  the  lead  content  of  paint 
used  in  toys. 

HOUSING 

The  number  of  dwellings  included  in  the  Slum  Clearance  Programme 
submitted  to  the  Ministry  was  277.  This  number  has  since  been  increased 
to  305  and  of  these  only  7 dwellings  (all  occupied  by  elderly  persons)  remained 
to  be  dealt  with.  Of  the  106  houses  made  fit  by  owners,  41  were  the  subject 
of  Improvement  Grants. 

SWIMMING  BATHS  AND  BATHING  POOLS 

There  is  only  one  public  swimming  pool  in  the  area  under  my  supervision. 
This  open-air  pool  is  situated  in  the  southern  half  of  the  district.  Mains  water 
is  used  for  filling  at  the  beginning  of  the  season  and  is  treated  at  the  pool  by 
pressure  filters,  aeration  and  chlorination.  Samples  were  taken  for  bacterio- 
logical examination  during  the  bathing  season. 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  (AMENDMENT)  ACT,  1951 

Section  47:  This  Section  provides  for  the  compulsory  removal  from  their 
homes  of  elderly,  infirm  or  incapacitated  persons,  who  are  not  receiving  proper 
care  and  attention.  Such  persons  are  often  living  on  their  own  under  pooi  and 
insanitary  conditions  and  although  it  was  not  necessary  to  take  formal  action 
under  this  Section,  several  cases  were  investigated  during  the  year. 

W.V.S.  MEALS  ON  WHEELS  SERVICE 

During  the  period  January  to  December,  1964,  a total  of  3,435  meals 
was  provided  as  follows : — 

Hurstpierpoint  and  Hassocks  . . 2,455 

Warninglid  Area  . . . . . . 980 

Great  credit  is  due  to  the  local  W.V.S.  for  the  administration  and  day-to-day 
running  of  this  valuable  service. 
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MASS  RADIOGRAPHY  SURVEY 
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Out  of  a total  of  4,185  persons  presenting  themselves  for  chest  radiography  only  5 cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  were 
discovered  (Hassocks  1,  Burgess  Hill  2 and  Haywards  Heath  2)  and,  of  these  only  3 required  close  clinical  supervision  or  hospital 
treatment. 

Number  (per  1,000  persons  X-rayed)  with  tuberculosis  requiring  hospital  treatment  or  close  clinical  supervision  . . 0.72 


HEALTH  EDUCATION 

As  in  previous  years  several  talks  were  given  during  the  year  to  schools 
and  various  organisations.  Six  attendances  were  made  at  the  School  Leavers’ 
Courses  held  at  Stafford  House,  Hassocks.  These  four-day  residential  courses 
are  arranged  by  the  Area  Further  Education  Organiser  and  provide  school 
leavers  with  useful  information  on  important  topics. 


MEDICAL  EXAMINATIONS 


During  the  year  medical  examinations  were  carried  out  for  the  following 
authorities : — 


Cuckfield  Rural  District  . . 
Cuckfield  Urban  District  . . 
Burgess  Hill  Urban  District 
East  Sussex  County  Council 


4 

1 

18 

48 


I would  like  to  express  my  thanks  to  Mr.  Jones,  Senior  Public  Health 
Inspector,  for  his  help  and  co-operation  in  the  work  of  the  department  and  for 
the  particulars  which  he  has  supplied  for  this  report.  I also  wish  to  record 
my  appreciation  to  other  members  of  the  staff  for  their  loyal  support  during 
the  year,  particularly  Miss  Everson,  my  Secretary. 

In  conclusion  I would  like  to  thank  members  of  the  Council,  particularly 
the  Chairman  and  members  of  the  Health  and  General  Purposes  Committee, 
for  their  support  and  also  the  officers  and  staff  in  other  departments  for  their 
help  during  the  year. 


D.  M.  RICHARDSON, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAFF 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  . . . . D.  M.  Richardson,  m.r.c.s,  (eng.), 

L.R.C.P.  (lOND.),  D.P.H.  (eng.) 

{Also  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  Cuckfield  Urban  and  Burgess  Hill  Urban 
Districts  and  School  Medical  Officer  to  East  Sussex  County  Council) 


Senior  Public  Health  Inspector 

Deputy  Senior  Public  Health 
Inspector  . . 

District  Public  Health  Inspector  . . 


Secretary  to  the  M.O.H.  . . 
Clerks  to  the  M.O.H. 

Secretary  to  the  S.P.H.I.  . . 
Junior  Clerk 


F.  G.  Jones,  m.b.e.,  f.r.s.h.,  m.a.p.h.i. 

Qualified  Inspector  of  Meat  and 
other  Foods 

R.  S.  RELF,  M.R.S.H.,  M.A.P.H.I. 

Qualified  Inspector  of  Meat  and 
other  Foods 

Qualified  Housing  Manager 

Qualified  Building  Inspector 

W.  J.  Pennington,  m.r.s.h.,  m.a.p.h.i. 

Qualified  Inspector  of  Meat  and 
other  Foods 

Qualified  Smoke  Inspector 
(Resigned:  23.1.64) 

M.  C.  Leal,  m.r.s.h.,  m.a.p.h.i. 

Qualified  Inspector  of  Meat  and 
other  Foods 
(Appointed;  2.3.64) 

Miss  G.  L.  Everson 

Miss  B.  P.  Rackham 

Miss  S.  V.  Holmes 

Miss  I.  ROBBINS' 

Miss  J.  M.  Woodland 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 
Summary  of  Statistics  for  the  years; 


1962 

1963 

1964 

Area  of  the  District  in  Acres 

68,011 

68,011 

68,011 

Population  estimated  to  middle  of  year  . . 

30,770 

31,000 

33,590 

Rateable  Value 

£385,371 

£1,039,052 

£1,085,816 

(at  1.4.62) 

(at  1.4.63) 

(at  1.4.64) 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate 

£1,615 

£4,265 

£4,450 

Density  of  Population  (persons  per  acre)  . 

0.45 

0.46 

0.49 

Number  of  Houses 

10,054 

10,182 

10,434 

Birth  Rate  (corrected)  per  1,000  popula- 
tion 

16.90 

(estimated) 

18.49 

18.00 

Death  Rate  (corrected)  per  1,000  popula- 
tion 

10.62 

11.40 

8.24 

Infant  Mortality  Rate 

22.00 

11.52 

10.91 

10 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


Live  Births 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

212 

258 

530 

Illegitimate 

13 

7 

20 

Total  Live  Births 

285 

265 

550 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1000  of  the  estimated  population  (crude) 

16.37 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1000  of  the  estimated  population  (corrected) 

18.00 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent,  of  total  live  births 

3.64 

Still  Births 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

1 

2 

9 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

Total  Still  Births 

1 

2 

9 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1000  (live  and  still  births) 

16.10 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Total  Live  and  Still  Births 

292 

267 

559 

Infant  Deaths 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age 

Legitimate 

2 

4 

6 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

Total  . . 

2 

4 

6 

Infant  Mortality  Rates : — 

(a)  All  infhnts  per  1000  live  births  . . 

, , 

10.91 

(b)  Legitimate  infants  per  1000  legitimate  live  births 

. . 

11.32 

(c)  Illegitimate  infants  per  1000  illegitimate  live  births 

0.00 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  4 weeks  of  age 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

2 

3 

5 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

Total  . . 

2 

3 

5 

/ 

/ 

Neonatal  Mortality  Rate  per  1000  total  live 

births 

• - 

9.09 

/ 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 week  of  age 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

2 

3 

5 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

2 

3 

5 

Early  Neonatal  Mortality  Rate  per  1000  total  live  births 

9.09 

Perinatal  Mortality 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Still  Births  and  Deaths  under  1 week 

9 

5 

14 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  per  1000  total  live  and  still  births 

(a)  Cuckfield  Rural  . . 

(b)  Mid-Sussex  Area  . . 


25.04 

24.65 
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Maternal  Mortality 

Maternal  Deaths  (including  abortion)  . . . . , . . . 1 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  per  1000  total  (live  and  still)  births  . . 1.79 


Deaths  Male  Female  Total 

All  Causes 164  166  330 

Death  Rate  per  1000  of  the  population  (crude)  . . 

Death  Rate  per  1000  of  the  population  (corrected) 


9.82 

8.24 


1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

15. 

16. 

17. 

18. 

19. 

20. 
21. 
22. 

23. 

24. 

25. 

26. 

27. 

28. 

29. 

30. 

31. 

32. 

33. 

34. 

35. 

36. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  CUCKFIELD  RURAL  DISTRICT 


Tuberculosis,  respiratory 
Tuberculosis,  other  . . 

Syphilitic  disease 
Diphtheria 
Whooping  Cough 
Meningococcal  infections 
Acute  Poliomyelitis  . . 

Measles 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 
Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 
Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 
Malignant  neoplasm,  breast . . 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

Diabetes 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system . . 
Coronary  disease,  angina 
Hypertension  with  heart  disease 
Other  heart  disease  . . 

Other  circulatory  disease 
Influenza 
Pneumonia 
Bronchitis 

Other  diseases  of  the  respiratory  system  . 
Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  . . 
Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  . . 
Nephritis  and  nephrosis 
Hyperplasia  of  prostate 
Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 
Congenital  malformations  . . 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 
Motor  vehicle  accidents 
All  other  accidents  . . 

Suicide 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war  . . 


Totals 


Males  Females 


1 

2 

9 


21 

2 

32 

45 

1 

18 

3 


1 

1 

7 

3 

18 

2 

2 

28 

23 

1 

34 

6 


9 

5 

2 


11 

5 

1 

1 


1 

5 

6 
2 


1 

2 

12 

2 

5 


164 


166 
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MAIN  CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  THE  CUCKFIELD  RURAL  DISTRICT 


(i)  Diseases  of  the  heart  and  circulatory 
system 

(Coronary  disease)  . . 

1963 

1964 

183  (43.47%) 
68  (16.15%) 

131  (39.70%) 

68  (20.61  %) 

(ii)  Cancer  (all  sites) 

(Cancer  of  Lung  and  Bronchus) 

49  (11.64%) 
17  (4.04%) 

61  (18.48%) 

9 (2.73%) 

(iii)  Vascular  lesions  of  the  nervous 
system 

72  (17.10%) 

60  (18.18%) 

(iv)  Respiratory  diseases 

(including  tuberculosis)  . . 
(Respiratory  tuberculosis)  . . 

55  (13.06%) 
Nil 

32  (9.70%) 

Nil 

CAUSES  OF  DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR 


Cause  Age 

1.  Pulmonary  atelectasis  (mongolism)  ..  ..  ..  ..  9 hours 

2.  Infarction  of  kidney  (atelectasis)  . . . . . . . . 2 days 

3.  Congenital  heart  disease  . . . . . . . . . . 5 days 

4.  Prematurity  (lib.  lOoz.)  . . ••  ••  ••  ..  ..  2 hours 

5.  Cerebral  haemorrhage  (prematurity)  . . . . . . . . 1 day 

6.  Transposition  of  great  vessels  . . . . . . . . . . 1 month 


GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA 
LABORATORY  FACILITIES 

The  following  Laboratories  are  utilised  for  the  examination  of  specimens: 
Public  Health  Laboratory,  Brighton 
. Cuckfield  Hospital  Laboratory 

Public  Analyst’s  Laboratory  at  Lewes 
I would  like  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  Directors  of  the  above  Labora- 
tories for  their  assistance,  particularly  Dr.  J.  E.  Jameson,  of  the  Brighton  Public 
Health  Laboratory,  for  his  helpful  advice  on  many  occasions. 

AMBULANCE  FACILITIES 

Cases  of  infectious  disease  are  removed  by  one  of  the  British  Red  Cross 
Society’s  ambulances  stationed  at  Haywards  Heath  Ambulance  Station,  Bridge 
Road,  Haywards  Heath. 

HOSPITAL  ACCOMMODATION  FOR  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

Twenty-six  beds  are  available  at  the  Goddards  Green  Hospital  for  the 
treatment  of  cases  of  infectious  disease,  twelve  of  these  beds  are  in  a cubicle 
block  and  the  other  fourteen  in  a block  consisting  of  two  main  wards  and  side 
wards. 

A table  on  page  22  gives  particulars  of  admissions  during  the  year. 

SMALLPOX 

The  South-East  Metropolitan  Regional  Hospital  Board  state  that  cases  of 
smallpox  occurring  in  this  district  should  be  sent  to  the  River  Hospitals  (Long 
Reach),  Dartford,  Kent. 
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CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES 


Infant  Welfare  Centres: 


Ardingly 

Hapstead  Hall 

Baicombe 

Parish  Room 

(Weighing  Centre  only) 

Bolney 

Rawson  Institute 

Copthorne 

Village  Hall 

Crawley  Down 

Village  Hall 

Horsted  Keynes 

Parish  Hall 

Hurstpierpoint 

Parish  Hall 

Keymer 

Congregational  Church 
Hall 

Scaynes  Hill . . 

Women’s  Institute  Hall 

(Weighing  Centre  only) 

Slaugham 

Village  Hall,  Handcross 

West  Hoathly 

Village  Hall 

Cuckfield 

Congregational  Church 

(Weighing  Centre  only)  Hall 

Lindfield 

Congregational  Hall 

Clinics: 

Diphtheria 

Village  Hall, 

immunisation 

Hurstpierpoint 

Village  Hall, 

Crawley  Down 

Chest . . 

Haywards  Heath 
Hospital 

Cuckfield  Hospital 

Orthopaedic  . . 

B.R.C.S.  (H.Q.), 
Paddockhall  Road, 
Haywards  Heath 

1st  and  3rd  Thursday 
Dr.  on  3rd  Thursday 

3rd  Wednesday 

4th  Tuesday 
Dr.  each  session 

I st  and  3rd  Tuesday 
Dr.  on  3rd  Tuesday 

2nd  and  4th  Tuesday 
Dr.  on  2nd  Tuesday 

3rd  Friday 
Dr.  each  session 

3rd  Tuesday 
Dr.  each  session 

2nd  and  4th  Monday 
Dr.  on  2nd  Monday 

2nd  Thursday 

3rd  Monday 
Dr.  each  session 

1st  Tuesday 
Dr.  each  session 

2nd  Friday 

1st  and  3rd  Tuesday 
Dr.  on  1st  Tuesday 


3rd  Tuesday  2.15  p.m. 
2nd  Tuesday  2.15  p.m. 

Every  Thursday  9.30  a.m. 

(by  appointment) 
Thursday  2 p.m. 
Diagnostic 

Tuesday  9.30  a.m.-l  p.m. 
Wednesday  9.30  a.m.- 
1 p.m. 

Friday  9.30  a.m.-l  p.m., 
2-4.30  p.m. 

Dr.  attends  2nd  Tuesday 
10.30  a.m.-l  p.m. 
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Speech  Therapy 


Child  Guidance 


Eye  Refractions 
(School  Children). . 


Dental 


School  Clinic 


♦Family  Planning 


♦Sub-Fertility . . 


Venereal  Diseases  . . 


♦ These  Clinics  are 


E.S.C.C.  Clinic, 
Oaklands, 

Haywards  Heath 
E.S.C.C.  Clinic, 

Mill  Road,  Burgess  Hill 
E.S.C.C.  Clinic, 

Royal  George  Road, 
Burgess  Hill 

East  Grinstead: 

Moat  Road 
Lewes: 

Castlegate  House 

Portslade : 

Old  Shoreham  Road 

Burgess  Hill: 

E.S.C.C.  Clinic, 

Mill  Road 


Wednesday  10  a.m. 

Friday  10  a.m. 

(by  appointment) 

Tues.  9.30  a.m.-12.30  p.m. 

(by  appointment) 

Wed.  1.30  p.m. -4.30  p.m. 
(by  appointment) 


Every  Thursday 
(by  appointment) 
Every  Wednesday) 
(by  appointment) 
Tuesday  10  a.m. 
Thursday  10  a.m. 

(by  appointment) 
Every  Friday  10  a.m 
(by  appointment) 


Haywards  Heath 
Hospital 

Sussex  Street  Clinic, 
Brighton 

E.S.C.C.  Clinic, 
Oaklands, 
Haywards  Heath 

E.S.C.C.  Clinic, 
Oaklands, 
Haywards  Heath 

E.S.C.C.  Clinic, 
Oaklands, 
Haywards  Heath 


E.S.C.C.  Clinic, 
Oaklands, 
Haywards  Heath 


Every  Friday 
(by  appointment) 
Alternate  Thursdays 
(by  appointment) 

By  appointment 


Dr.  Waugh 
(by  appointment) 


2nd  and  4th  Wednesday 
2 p.m. -4  p.m. 

Dr.  each  session 
(by  appointment) 

1st  Wednesday  2.15  p.m.- 
3.30  p.m. 

Dr.  each  session 
(by  appointment) 


Facilities  available  at  Royal  Sussex  County  Hospital, 
Brighton 


Women 

Tuesday 

Thursday 

4.  0 p.m. -7.0  p.m. 
10.  0 a.m. -1.0  p.m. 

Men 

Monday 

5 » • • 

Wednesday  . . 
Thursday 

2.  0 p.m.-3.0  p.m. 
4.  0 p.m.-7.0  p.m. 
9.30  a.m. -1.0  p.m. 
2.  0 p.m.-5.0  p.m. 

Men  and 

Fridays 

11.0  a.m. -12  noon 

Women  . . 

New  patients  by  appointment  only 

provided  by  the  Family  Planning  Association 
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CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  IN  PARISHES 


Parish 

Dysentery 

Scarlet  Fever 

Infective  Hepatitis 

Pneumonia 

j 

Erysipelas 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

Measles 

Whooping  Cough 

Totals 

Alboume 

2 

2 

4 

Ardingly 

1 

- 

1 

Balcombe 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Bolney  . . 

3 

1 

4 

Clayton 

Cuckfield  Rural 

- 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

8 

1 

12 

Fulking 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Horsted  Keynes 

- 

1 

1 

Hurstpierpoint 

5 

3 

4 

- 

1 

- 

- 

3 

- 

16 

Keymer 

- 

1 

4 

- 

- 

- 

- 

10 

2 

17 

Lindfield  Rural 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

2 

Newtimber 

Poynings 

Pyecombe 

2 

- 

2 

Slaugham 

4 

- 

4 

Twineham 

1 

1 

2 

West  Hoathly  . . 

1 

- 

1 

Worth  . . 

2 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

57 

1 

62 

Totals 

7 

8 

10 

1 

1 

1 

1 

93 

8 

130 
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CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  IN  AGE  GROUPS 
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Disease 

Dysentery  . . 

Scarlet  Fever 

Infective  Hepatitis . . 

Pneumonia 

Erysipelas  . . 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  . . 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 

Measles 

Whooping  Cough  . . 

Totals 
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TABLE  SHOWING  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEARS  1950-1964 
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TUBERCULOSIS— NEW  CASES  AND  MORTALITY,  1964 


19 


COMPARATIVE  TUBERCULOSIS  STATISTICS,  1943-64 
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CUCKFIELD  RURAL  DISTRICT 


Death  Rate  from  Tuberculosis  for  past  twelve  years 


Year 

Tuberculosis  Death  Rate 

1953 

0.04 

1954 

0.00 

1955 

0.08 

1956 

0.07 

1957 

0.04 

1958 

0.00 

1959 

0.07 

1960 

0.00 

1961 

0.07 

1962 

0.00 

1963 

0.00 

1964 

0.00 
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GODDARDS  GREEN  HOSPITAL,  HASSOCKS 


I am  indebted  to  the  Matron  for  the  following  particulars  of  cases  admitted 
during  the  year: — 


Disease 

Cuckfield  Rural 

District 

Cuckfield  Urban 

District 

Burgess  Hill  Urban 

District 

Other  Districts 

Total 

Dysentery 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Observation  Dysentery 

- 

- 

- 

3 

3 

Diarrhoea  and  Vomiting 

— 

- 

- 

5 

5 

Diarrhoea,  Vomiting  and  Carcinoma  of 
Right  Lung 

_ 

1 

1 

Scarlet  Fever 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Observation  Scarlet  Fever  . . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Measles 

— 

— 

— 

7 

7 

Whooping  Cough  (Contact)  and  Malnu- 
trition 

1 

1 

Mumps 

4 

1 

3 

7 

15 

Mumps  and  Orchitis 

1 

2 

- 

- 

3 

Submaxillary  Adenitis 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Chickenpox  . . 

5 

- 

- 

3 

8 

Chickenpox  and  Mumps  . . 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Rubella 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

Observation  Rubella 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Infective  Hepatitis  . . 

1 

- 

- 

1 

2 

Observation  Infective  Hepatitis  . . 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Herpes  Zoster 

1 

1 

- 

1 

3 

Herpes  Zoster  and  Heart  Failure 

1 

— 

— 

1 

2 

Scabies 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Quinsy 

— 

- 

- 

1 

1 

Tonsillitis 

3 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Streptococcal  Throat  Infection 

— 

3 

— 

1 

4 

Streptococcal  Throat  Infection  and  Hay 
Fever 

1 

1 

Pyocyaneus  . . 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

Tuberculosis . . 

2 

2 

1 

8 

13 

Tuberculosis  and  Herpes  Zoster  . . 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Tuberculosis  and  Pneumonia 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Tuberculosis  and  Asthma  . . 

1 

_ 

— 

1 

2 

Observation  Tuberculosis  . . 

- 

1 

- 

3 

4 

Total 

27 

13 

6 

46 

92 

The  Cubicle  Block  allowed  twenty-five  different  diseases,  observation 
cases  or  diseases  with  complications,  to  be  dealt  with. 
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CASES  ADMITTED  TO  FOREDOWN  HOSPITAL,  PORTSLADE 


Disease 

Cuckfield  Rural 

District 

Cuckfield  Urban 

District 

Burgess  Hill  Urban 

District 

Total 

Diarrhoea  and  Vomiting  . . 

2 





2 

Diarrhoea  and  Carcinoma  of  Right  Lung 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Observation  Measles 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Chickenpox  and  Herpes  Zoster  . . 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Quinsy  

1 

1 

— 

2 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  . . 

1 

- 

- 

1 

Meningitis  (H.  Influenzae) . . 

1 

- 

- 

1 

Observation  Meningitis 

- 

- 

1 

1 

Polyneuritis  . . 

1 

- 

- 

1 

Cerebellar  Infarction 

1 

— 

_ 

1 

Anaemia,  Iron  Deficiency  and  Obesity  . . 

1 

- 

- 

1 

Total 

10 

1 

2 

13 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SENIOR  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 
SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 
WATER  SUPPLY 
(a)  Public  Supplies 

The  district  is  extremely  well  supplied  with  piped  water  from  the  public 
mains  and  private  sources.  Out  of  a total  of  10,787  houses  and  shops  10,726 
have  a piped  supply  into  the  premises ; this  gives  a percentage  of  approximately 
99. 

The  following  table  shows  the  position  with  regard  to  the  number  of  houses 
and  shops  with  a piped  supply,  in  each  parish ; — 


Parish 

No.  of 
Houses 
(including 
shops) 

Houses  and  Shops 
with  piped  supply 

Standpipes 

No. 

Estimated 

population 

No. 

Population 

Albourne 

189 

187 

561 





Ardingly 

468 

468 

1,404 

— 

— 

Balcombe 

527 

523 

1,569 

— 

— 

Bolney 

362 

360 

1,080 

— 

— 

Clayton 

531 

531 

1,593 

- 

— 

Cuckfield  Rural 

740 

737 

2,211 

— 

— 

Fulking 

107 

95 

285 

- 

- 

Horsted  Keynes 

448 

448 

1,344 

— 

— 

Hurstpierpoint 

1,754 

1,746 

5,238 

- 

- 

Keymer 

1,799 

1,799 

5,397 

- 

- 

Lindfield  Rural 

512 

512 

1,536 

— 

— 

Newtimber  . . 

42 

42 

126 

— 

— 

Poynings 

111 

109 

327 

— 

— 

Pyecombe 

89 

89 

267 

— 

— 

Slaugham 

685 

682 

2,046 

— 

- 

Twineham  . . 

92 

92 

276 

— 

— 

West  Hoathly 

512 

512 

1,536 

— 

— 

Worth 

1,819 

1,794 

5,362 

- 

- 

Totals  . . 

10,787 

10,726 

32,158 

- 

- 

During  the  year  samples  were  taken  from  each  of  the  public  supplies  for 
chemical  analysis  and  bacteriological  examination. 


Supply 

Bacteriological 

Chemical 

Brighton  Corporation 

2 

1 

Mid-Sussex  Water  Company  (including  Weir 

Wood)  

13 

7 

East  Surrey  Water  Company  (part  of  Worth 

Parish) 

2 

1 
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(i)  All  public  supplies  are  sampled  at  regular  intervals  for  bacteriological 
examination  and  chemical  analysis  and  all  were  reported  on  as  being  satis- 
factory, 

(ii)  The  Authority  or  Companies  responsible  for  the  piped  supply  carry 
out  monthly  bacteriological  examination  on  the  raw  water.  All  waters  are 
chlorinated  after  filtration. 

(iii)  None  of  the  supplies  is  liable  to  plumbo-solvent  action. 

(iv)  There  was  no  evidence  that  any  of  the  supplies  were  contaminated. 

(b)  Private  Supplies 

During  the  year  25  samples  were  taken  for  bacteriological  examination 
and  2 samples  for  chemical  analysis. 

The  samples  taken  refer  to  the  supplies  serving  134  dwellings  and  4 dairy 
farms.  In  all,  5 dwellings  and  2 schools  were  found  to  have  unfit  supplies  in 
addition  to  the  6 dwellings  outstanding  from  the  previous  year. 

The  position  with  regard  to  the  unfit  supplies  is  as  follows: — 

No.  of  dwellings — fit,  following  advice  on  use  of  chlorinating  plant . 2 

No.  of  schools  — fit,  following  advice  on  use  of  chlorinating  plant . 2 

No.  of  dwellings — connected  to  the  mains  . . . . . . . . 2 

No.  of  dwellings — unsatisfactory  water  supplies  outstanding  and 

awaiting  mains  extension  . . . . . . 5 

No.  of  dwellings — unsatisfactory  water  supplies  outstanding  . . 2 


SANITARY  INSPECTIONS  OF  THE  AREA 

Total  number  of  inspections  under  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts, 


including  Improvement  Grants  and  Certificates  of  Disrepair 

1,618 

Infectious  disease  (including  food  poisoning) — No.  of  visits  . . 

231 

Water  supplies 

' 

76 

Rats  and  Mice 

— ^ 99 

2,488 

Flies  and  Vermin  . . 

" 99  • • • • 

22 

Drainage 

' 99  • • • • 

336 

Factories 

— No.  of  inspections  . . 

60 

Moveable  dwellings 

99  • • 

115 

Shops  Act  . . 

' 99  • • 

12 

Inns  . . 

' 99  • • 

89 

Swimming  Pools 

— „ visits  . . 

11 

Food  shops  and  Catering  Establishments 

99  • • 

141 

Schools  (Catering) 

99 

43 

Watercress  Beds 

99 

3 

Bakehouses  . . 

99 

3 

Piggeries  and  Poultry  Farms 

99  • • • • 

70 

Waste  Food  Order  . . 

— 99 

32 

Milk  Supply. . 

— 5,  . . . . 

9 

Noise  Abatement  . . 

— 5, 

6 

Smoke  Abatement  . . 

99  • • 

34 

Clear  Air  Act 

5,  • . . . 

2 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises 

— • • . . • 

66 

Animal  Boarding  Establishments 

99  • • * • 

7 

Petroleum  Regulations 

’ 99  • • • • 

Total 

233 

5,707 
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MILK  SUPPLY 
Biological  Sampling 

Eleven  samples  of  retailed  milk  were  examined  for  the  presence  of  tuber- 
culosis, all  of  which  were  negative. 


School  Milks 

All  the  schools  are  supplied  with  pasteurised  milk. 

FOOD  INSPECTION 

During  the  year  the  following  foods  were  condemned  as  unfit  for  human 
consumption : — 

English  beef  . . . . . . . . 541  bs. 

Fish  . . . . . . . . . . 1 stone 

Canned  Jam  . . . . . . . . 481bs. 

Canned  Meats  . . . . . . . . 351bs.  l^ozs. 

Canned  Vegetables  . . . . . . 91bs.  15ozs. 

Canned  Fruits  . . . . . . . . 521bs.  12ozs. 

Canned  Puddings  . . . . . . libs.  lOozs. 

Due  to  failure  in  the  public  electricity  supply  at  Ansty  which  lasted  for 
approximately  24  hours,  two  premises  surrendered  assorted  frozen  foods, 
including  meat,  fish,  vegetables  and  ice-cream. 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1955,  AND  FOOD  HYGIENE  (GENERAL) 
REGULATIONS,  1960 

The  number  and  classification  of  food  premises  in  the  area  is  as  follows ; — 


No.  of  catering  establishments  . . . . . . 37 

„ schools  (Private  and  State)  . . . . 33 

„ grocers’  shops  . . . . . . . . 65 

„ sweet  shops  . . . . . . . . 27 

„ butchers’  shops  . . . . . . . . 16 

,,  greengrocers’ shops  ..  ..  ..  15 

,,  confectioners’  shops  . . . . . . 12 

„ wet  fish  shops  . . . . . . . . 2 

„ fried  fish  shops  . . . . . . . . 1 

,,  mobile  fish  shops  . . . . . . . . 1 

„ mobile  fried  fish  shops  . . . . . . 1 
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wholesale  stores  . . . . . , . . 1 
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During  the  year  273  visits  were  made  under  the  regulations  and  the  general 
standard  was  very  satisfactory.  Again  I must  stress  the  readiness  of  all  con- 
cerned to  co-operate. 

It  will  bs  appreciated  that  in  our  area  many  of  the  shops  are  relatively 
small  and  consequently  employ  no  staff.  Fifty-two  shops  are  within  this 
category  but  from  the  hygiene  point  of  view  are  equally  important.  The  trend 
towards  refrigeration  continues  and  whilst  this  practice  is  an  admirable  one  a 
note  of  warning  is  always  given  to  the  trader  on  the  importance  of  stock  rota- 
tion and  care  of  the  machine. 
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The  visits  are  summarised  as  follows: — 


No.  of  visits  to  shops 

142 

„ catering  establishments  . . 

42 

„ food  preparation  premises 

15 

„ private  schools  . . 

15 

„ state  schools 

34 

„ inns 

69 

„ bakehouses 

3 

„ ice-cream  premises 

9 

329 


During  the  year  the  following  items  were  dealt  with: — 

(a)  Food  Shops  and  Cafes 

No.  of  premises — floors  repaired 
„ — floors  renewed 

„ — nail  brushes  provided 

„ — food  stores  repaired  and  decorated 

„ — defective  wall  plaster  repaired  and  decorated 

„ — provision  of  adequate  protection  of  displayed 

foodstuffs  . . 


3 

1 

3 

4 
7 

3 


(b)  Private  Schools 

Again  conditions  were  found  to  be  generally  satisfactory  and  the  following 
improvements  were  carried  out: — 

No.  of  schools — kitchen  floors  repaired  . . . . . . . . 1 

„ — kitchen  wall  plaster  repaired  and  decorated  . . 1 

„ — food  preparation  tables — tops  made  impervious  . . 3 

„ — foodstore — ceiling  plaster  repaired  and  decorated  1 

„ — new  sink  provided  . . . . . . . . . . 1 

„ — waterproof  bandages  provided  1 

(c)  Local  Authority  Schools 

No.  of  schools — facilities  for  storage  of  staff  clothing  provided  . . . . 1 

,,  — covered  receptable  for  waste  food  provided  . . 1 

„ — ^waterproof  bandages  provided  . . . . . . 6 

(d)  Homes  (for  the  Elderly)  registered  under  Section  37  of  the  National  Assistance 

Act,  1948 

In  all,  seven  homes  are  registered  and  all  have  been  inspected  under  the 
above  regulations.  Two  are  administered  by  the  East  Sussex  County  Council 
and  the  remainder  by  various  organisations. 

The  conditions  found  were  in  the  main  very  satisfactory.  In  one  instance 
the  kitchen  was  small  but  plans  are  in  preparation  for  its  enlargement  and 
modernisation;  in  two  other  kitchens  the  hand-washing  facilities  were  provided 
but  at  some  distance  from  the  kitchen  and  my  suggestion  that  these  facilities 
be  installed  in  the  kitchen  has  been  accepted  by  the  organisations  concerned. 

(e)  Other  Establishments 

Two  other  establishments,  a remand  home  and  a youth  centre,  were  visited; 
the  conditions  prevailing  were  found  to  be  very  satisfactory  and  complied  with 
the  standard  required  under  the  regulations. 
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No.  of  Food  Premises  registered  under  Section  16 

No.  of  premises  used  for  the  sale  of  ice-cream  . . . . . . 105 

„ rooms  used  for  the  preparation  of  sausages  . . . . . . 7 

,,  rooms  used  for  the  preparation  of  meat  by  cooking  . . . . 3 

in  all,  69  visits  were  made  to  the  above  registered  premises  and  generally 
the  conditions  found  were  satisfactory. 


Watercress  Beds 

Nine  samples  of  watercress  were  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination 
and  all  were  reported  on  as  being  satisfactory. 


INNS  (Public  Health  Act,  1936  and  1961  and  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955) 

During  the  year  a survey  was  carried  out  of  the  54  inns,  many  of  which 
cater  largely  for  local  trade. 

Water  supply  and  drainage:  All  premises  have  a mains  water  supply;  43 
are  connected  to  the  main  sewer  whilst  the  remaining  1 1 are  served  by  cesspools 
or  septic  tank  and  filter,  which  at  the  time  of  inspection  were  functioning  in  a 
satisfactory  manner. 

Closet  accommodation:  Generally,  from  the  public  health  point  of  view, 
conditions  found  were  satisfactory,  but  one  aspect  still  persists  in  that  the 
accommodation  for  the  public  bar  is,  in  many  cases,  entered  externally;  this 
no  doubt  being  a relic  of  the  past  when  the  accommodation  (earth  closet)  at 
private  dwellings  was  sited  as  far  removed  from  the  house  as  possible. 

We  have  no  powers  to  enforce  hand-washing  facilities,  but,  following  a 
survey  carried  out  in  1960,  where  it  was  found  that  these  facihties  were  not 
provided,  the  brewers  concerned  were  written  to  informally;  results,  however, 
during  the  past  four  years  have  not  been  spectacular.  It  is,  however,  fair  to  say 
that  when  modernisation  schemes  are  considered  this  point  is  borne  in  mind. 
In  this  connection  the  position  is  as  follows  ; — 

Females  No.  of  inns — lavatory  basin  with  hot  and  cold  water  over  21 

„ — lavatory  basin  with  cold  water  only  . . 11 

Males  No.  of  inns — lavatory  basin  with  hot  and  cold  water  over  12 

„ — lavatory  basin  with  cold  water  only  . . 5 

Facilities  for  the  Cleansing  of  Glasses  and  Pipelines:  The  cleanliness  of 
glasses  is  of  particular  importance  and  in  this  connection  I am  able  to  report 
that  all  inns  are  provided  with  sinks  and  hot  and  cold  water  constantly  available 
sited  either  under  the  bar  or  counter  or  in  very  close  proximity  thereto.  Where 
pipehnes  are  in  use  they  are  of  either  stainless  steel  or  plastic  and  a satisfactory 
cleansing  routine  was  practised. 

General:  The  following  items  were  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  brewers 
concerned: — 

Closet  accommodation 

No.  of  inns — unsatisfactory  screening  . . . . . . . . 3 

,,  — defective  glazing  to  urinal  stalls  . . . . . . 5 

„ — defective  w.c.  pans  . . . . . . . . . . 8 

,,  — defective  automatic  flushing  apparatus  . . . . 2 

Cellars 

No.  of  inns — defective  floors  . . . . . . . . . . . . 10 

„ — in  need  of  cleansing  . . . . . . . . . . 5 
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Bars 

No.  of  inns — in  need  of  decoration  . . . . . . . , . . 3 

„ — defective  floor  . . . . . . . . . , , , 1 

Preparation  and  Sale  of  Food 

The  position  under  this  head  is  as  follows : — 

No.  of  inns — supplying  main  meals  . . . . . . . . . . 12 

„ — supplying  pre-packed  foods  only  . . . . . . 19 

„ — supplying  pre-packed  foods  and  sandwiches  . . . . 19 

„ — no  foods  sold  . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 

With  the  exception  of  the  following  items  conditions  generally  were  satis- 
factory;— 

No.  of  inns — food  preparation  tables  not  impervious  . . . . 2 

„ — kitchens  in  need  of  decoration  . . . . . . . . 2 

„ — defective  sinks  . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 

„ — defective  draining  boards  . . . . . . . . 2 

„ — inadequate  hand-washing  facilities  in  kitchen  . . 2 

All  of  the  above  items  were  remedied  during  the  year. 


HOUSING 

Action  taken  during  the  year  was  as  follows : — 


Housing  Act,  1957 

No.  of  houses — undertaking  accepted  . . . . . . . . 3 

„ — demolished  informally  . . . . . . . . 4 

„ — rendered  fit  informally  . . . . . . . . 56 

The  following  major  works  of  improvement  and  repair  were  carried  out 
during  the  year  under  Improvement  Grants,  General  Housing  and  Public 
Health:— 

No.  of  houses — connected  to  the  sewer  . . . . . . . . 15 

„ — drainage  systems  renewed  or  improved  . . . . 35 

„ — drained  to  septic  tank  and  filter  . . . . . . 13 

„ — drained  to  septic  tank  or  cesspool  . . . . . . 1 

„ — chemical  or  earth  closets  replaced  by  water  closets  9 

„ — bathrooms  provided  . . . . . . . . . . 79 

„ — hot  water  systems  installed  . . . . . . . . 82 

„ — ventilated  foodstores  provided  . . . . . . 56 

„ — new  solid  floors  replacing  damp  or  defective  floors  46 

„ — dampness  in  walls  abated  . . . . . . . . 28 

„ — additional  lighting  and  ventilation  . . . . . . 20 

„ — roofs  repaired  . . . . . . . . . . . . 29 

„ — boarded  floors  renewed  (dry  rot)  ..  ..  ..  13 

„ — internal  water  closets  provided  . . . . . . 81 


House  Purchase  and  Housing  Act,  1959 

Housing  Acts  1961  and  1964 — Improvement  Grants 

(a)  Discretionary  Grants 

The  first  application  was  approved  in  April,  1951,  and  at  the  31st  Decem- 
ber, 1964,  the  total  number  of  dwellings  in  respect  of  which  applications  have 
been  received  was  914.  This  has  entailed  11,358  visits,  many  of  which  were 
carried  out  prior  to  reporting  to  Committee  and  the  remainder  during  the  time 
work  was  in  progress  and  after  completion.  The  914  dwellings  were  dealt  with 
as  follows; — 
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No.  of  dwellings — applications  approved  . . . . . . . . 851 

„ — applications  not  approved  . . . . . . 17 

„ — applications  withdrawn  before  approval. . . . 42 

„ — applications  awaiting  Committee’s  decision  . . 4 

914 

Of  the  851  dwellings  in  respect  of  which  applications  were  approved, 
applications  involving  16  dwellings  were  subsequently  withdrawn,  making  a 
net  total  of  835  dwellings.  The  position  with  regard  to  these  835  dwellings  is 
as  follows : — 

No.  of  dwellings — works  completed  and  grant  paid  . . . . 724 

„ — works  in  hand  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  Ill 

835 

The  total  amount  of  grants  approved  as  at  31st  December,  1964,  was 
£234,308,  and  the  amount  paid  out  to  owners  on  completion  or  by  instalments 
as  the  work  proceeded  was  £194,576.  The  annual  totals  are  as  follows: — 


No.  of 

Grants 

Grants 

Year 

dwellings 

approved 

paid 

£ 

£ 

1951 

2 

444 

444 

1952 

. . — 

— 

— 

1953 

4 

1,195 

— 

1954 

25 

5,660 

1,007 

1955 

97 

19,251 

8,985 

1956 

52 

17,239 

16,655 

1957 

88 

20,602 

21,394 

1958 

75 

19,332 

19,820 

1959 

. . 125 

30,101 

22,359 

1960 

68 

26,593 

26,030 

1961 

61 

17,585 

19,786 

1962 

51 

15,404 

16,121 

1963 

71 

19,968 

19,286 

1964 

. . 132 

40,934 

22,689 

Totals 

..  851 

234,308 

194,576 

instances. 

following  the  completion  of  works. 

the  dwellings  were 

sold  and  the  appropriate  portion  of  the  grants  repaid. 


Tenancies 

The  occupancy  of  the  835  dwellings  approved  for  grant  aid  and  where 
works  have  been  completed  or  are  in  progress,  is  as  follows : — 

1964 

No.  of  dwellings — owner  occupied  ..  321  38.44% 

„ — agricultural  tenancies  233  27.90% 

„ — other  tenancies  ..  281  33.66% 

It  is  of  interest  to  note  that  approximately  61  % of  the  dwellings  are  tenanted 
whereas  national  statistics  indicate  a predominance  of  owner-occupied  properties 
receiving  grant  aid. 
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(b)  Standard  Grants 

No.  of  dwellings— applications  approved  . . . . . . 68 

Grants  amounting  to  £6,687  have  been  paid  in  respect  of  62  properties 
and  in  32  instances  the  grant  was  less  than  the  maximum  allowed  under  the  Act. 

In  4 instances,  following  the  completion  of  works,  the  dwellings  were  sold 
and  the  appropriate  portion  of  the  grants  repaid. 

The  amenities  provided  in  the  62  dwellings  improved  are  summarised  as 
follows : — 

No.  of  dwellings  provided  with  bath  . . . . . . . . 47 

„ „ lavatory  basin  . . . . . . 56 

„ „ hot  water  system  . . . . 60 

„ „ internal  water  closet  . . . . 40 

„ „ ventilated  foodstore  . . . . 34 

Of  the  62  dwellings  improved  24  were  provided  with  all  five  amenities. 

Tenancies 

No.  of  dwellings — owner  occupied  . . . . . . . . 36 

„ — agricultural  tenancies  . . . . . . 6 

„ — other  tenancies  . . . . . . . . 26 

General 

Of  the  835  dwellings  approved  for  discretionary  grants  many  were  in  need 
of  repair  under  the  Housing  Acts;  in  fact  66  were  placed  in  category  ‘ 5 ’ of 
the  Housing  Survey  as  being  incapable  of  being  rendered  fit  at  a reasonable 
cost.  A further  281  were  placed  in  category  ‘ 3 ’ as  being  in  need  of  repair 
but  capable  of  being  rendered  fit  at  a reasonable  cost. 

Whilst  it  is  impracticable  in  this  report  to  itemise  all  repair  work  the 
following  may  be  of  interest: — 

(a)  Drainage  and  Sanitary  Accommodation 

267  dwellings  formerly  drained  to  cesspools,  which  frequently  overflowed 
to  the  extent  of  giving  rise  to  a statutory  nuisance,  were  provided  with  modern 
septic  tank  and  filter  plants. 

646  houses  which  relied  on  external  conveniences  (of  which  200  were  either 
chemical  or  pail  closets)  now  have  internally  approached  water  closets  with 
proper  flushing  facilities. 

(b)  Dampness 

437  dwellings  were  found  to  have  damp  (and  usually  defective)  solid  floors 
whilst  196  had  serious  dampness  in  external  walls.  These  were  remedied,  the 
former  by  new  waterproof  floors,  the  latter  by  the  insertion  of  damp-proof 
courses,  the  provision  of  cavity  walls  or  other  works. 

(c)  Lighting  and  Ventilation 

226  dwellings  had  natural  lighting  and  ventilation  well  below  acceptable 
standards.  The  rectification  of  this  state  of  alfairs — either  by  an  enlarged  or 
an  additional  window — together  with  the  provision  of  modern  amenities,  has 
the  effect  of  turning  the  definition  ‘ house  ’ into  ‘ home  ’. 

(c/)  Conversion/New  dwelling  units 

24  new  units  of  accommodation  were  provided  from  former  outbuildings 
and  20  existing  dwellings  were  each  converted  into  two  or  more  units  of  accom- 
modation. On  the  other  hand,  mainly  because  of  restricted  size  in  13  cases, 
a single  unit  resulted  from  adaptation  of  a former  pair. 

In  accordance  with  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  Circu- 
lar No.  42/62  a total  of  582  dwellings  have  been  surveyed  and  the  owners  of 
those  lacking  the  standard  amenities  were  written  to  explaining  the  provisions 
of  the  improvement  grant  scheme. 
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Following  the  coming  into  operation  of  the  Housing  Act,  1964,  the  areas 
surveyed  were  defined.  The  total  number  of  dwellings  surveyed  in  the  defined 
areas  was  551  and  the  position  is  summarised  as  follows; — 


Housing  Act,  1964 — Summary  of  Survey  of  Houses  in  Defined  Areas 


No.  of 
dwell- 
ings 
sur- 
veyed 

Number  of  dwellings 

Area 

Without 

amenities 

Grants  approved 
since  survey 

Tenant 
not  in- 
terested 

To 

which 
the  Act 
applies 

Ameni- 
ties pro- 
vided 
without 
grant 

Ten. 

O/Occ. 

Ten. 

O/Occ. 

Hurstpierpoint 
(n)  Western  Road 

(b)  Cuckfield  Road 

(c)  Manor  Road 

(d)  High  Street 
(Ribbetts  Cotts. 
and  161-175) 

(e)  College  Lane 

74 

43 

32 

13 

30 

32 

15 

31 

13 

10 

8 

7 

1 

8 

3 

4 

25 

9 

1 

8 

2 

3 

9 

6 

2 

20 

5 

1 

♦4 

7 

6 

Hassocks 

Parklands  Road 

57 

25 

14 

1 

1 

7 

17 

- 

Ardingly 

High  Street  and 
Little  London 

42 

10 

16 

3 

1 

4 

3 

1 

Horsted  Keynes 
Station  Road, 

Lewes  Road, 

Church  Lane  and 
Leighton  Villas 

35 

4 

5 

1 

2 

3 

Balcombe 

London  Road 

5 

5 

- 

5 

- 

- 

Area 

com- 

pleted 

- 

Crawley  Down 
Bowers  Place 

17 

6 

8 

- 

4 

2 

4 

- 

Copthorne 
(a)  Newtown  and 
Brook  Hill 

33 

25 

25 

Area 

com- 

pleted 

8 

(6)  Church  Lane 

33 

14 

5 

4 

4 

2 

- 

Turners  Hill 

Village  area 

94 

24 

21 

- 

1 

9 

15 

- 

Handcross 

Horsham  Road 

36 

14 

5 

- 

1 

5 

9 

- 

Staplefield 

Holly,  Somerton 
and  Taunton  Cotts. 

7 

(Awa 

7 

iting  com 

pletion  o 

f sewerag 

e scheme 

before  w 

7 

riting  to 

owner) 

Totals 

551 

235 

98 

81 

27 

49 

100 

7 

Note:  * Action  by  owner  delayed  pending  position  of  new  road. 


After  consulting  the  1961  Census  returns  and  bearing  in  mind  the  dwellings 
approved  for  grant  aid  since  that  date,  it  would  appear  that  approximately 
1,300  dwellings  remain  to  be  improved.  This  Act  relates  to  tenanted  properties 
and  of  the  1,300  dwellings  remaining  to  be  improved  650  are  tenanted  properties 
without  amenities. 
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Slum  Clearance  Programme 

The  number  of  dwellings  included  in  the  programme  submitted  to  the 
Minister  was  277.  This  number  has  since  been  increased  to  305.  The  follow- 
ing is  an  analysis  of  the  present  position: — 

(1)  Statutory  action — Houses  dealt  with  under  Section  11  Housing  Act,  1936 
and  Section  16  Housing  Act,  1957 

(a)  No.  of  dwellings — undertakings  not  to  be  used  for  human 

habitation  . . . . . . . . 85 

(b)  „ — subject  to  Demolition  Orders  . . . . 15 

100 


The  position  with  regard  to  the  above  100  dwellings  is  as  follows: — 


(fl)  Dwellings  subject  to  Undertakings 
No.  of  dwellings  still  occupied  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  13 

„ made  fit  with  help  of  Improvement  Grant  . . 29 

„ made  fit  by  owners  . . . . . . . . 15 

„ demolished  by  owners  . . . . . . 15 

„ used  for  other  than  human  habitation  . . 3 

„ untenanted  . . . . . . . . . . 10 

(b)  Dwellings  subject  to  Demolition  Orders 

No.  of  dwellings  still  occupied  . . . . . . . . . . 1 

„ demolished  . . . . . . . . . . 12 

„ made  fit  . . . . . . . . . . 2 
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(II)  Houses  dealt  with  informally 

No.  of  dwellings  demolished  in  lieu  of  formal  action  . . . . 18 

„ made  fit  by  owners  . . . . . . . . 106 

„ taken  out  of  programme — works  carried  out 

bringing  dwellings  out  of  this  category  . . 61 

„ closed  and  used  for  other  purposes  . . . . 13 


198 


Total  number  of  houses  dealt  with  formally  or  informally  . . 298 

It  will  be  seen  that  a further  7 dwellings  remain  to  be  dealt  with  to  complete 
the  programme.  The  position  with  regard  to  these  cottages  is  that  they  are 
all  occupied  by  elderly  persons. 

Of  the  106  houses  made  fit  by  owners,  Improvement  Grants  were  approved 
in  41  instances. 


MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS 

In  all,  115  inspections  were  made,  the  majority  of  which  were  in  connection 
with  itinerant  caravan  dwellers  at  Lodge  Lane,  Keymer,  and  Warninglid. 

BATHING  POOLS 

There  is  one  pool  open  to  the  general  public  in  the  area  and  six  sited  at 
schools;  in  addition  bathing  takes  place  in  two  large  ponds  and  one  river. 
Three  samples  were  taken  for  bacteriological  examination,  all  of  which  were 
satisfactory. 
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THE  DISEASES  OF  ANIMALS  (WASTE  FOODS)  ORDER,  1957 

No.  of  licensed  premises  as  at  31st  December,  1964  . . . . 10 

No.  of  premises  where  alterations  have  been  made  and  new 
licence  issued  (existing  licence  cancelled)  . . . . . . 1 


OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  1963 

This  is  the  first  time  that  comprehensive  legislation  has  dealt  with  offices 
and  railway  premises.  Whilst  shops  have  previously  been  subject  to  control 
under  the  Shops  Act  and  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  this  Act  has  extended 
the  requirements  for  securing  the  health,  safety  and  welfare  of  the  employees. 

Inspections  covering  all  relevant  sections  of  the  Act  have  been  commenced. 
The  survey  will  enable  a factual  assessment  to  be  made  of  the  amenities  already 
provided.  This  is  necessary  because  to  date,  Regulations  have  been  received 
only  in  respect  of  sanitary  accommodation,  washing  facilities,  first  aid  equip- 
ment and  dangerous  machinery. 

The  actual  operative  dates  of  these  Regulations  vary  and  the  Act  enables 
the  Minister,  if  and  when  he  thinks  the  time  opportune,  to  make  up  to  a further 
twenty-two  Regulations. 

During  the  year  a total  of  150  premises  were  registered.  Fifty-five  premi- 
ses were  visited  and  these  are  summarised  as  follows: — 

No.  of  premises  — recorded  in  detail  . . . . . . . . 37 

„ „ — referred  to  Factory  Inspectorate  . . . . 2 

„ „ — exempt  from  the  Act  . . ..  ..  ..  16 

First  Aid  Equipment:  All  food  shops  have  first  aid  equipment  but  I would 
point  out  that  the  Regulations  require  additional  first  aid  equipment  and  bearing 
this  in  mind  none  of  the  37  premises  visited  complied  fully  with  the  requirements 
which  became  obligatory  on  the  1st  December,  1964. 

Sanitary  Accommodation:  All  premises  inspected  already  complied  with 
the  issued  Regulations. 

Washing  Accommodation:  Two  premises  do  not  at  present  comply  with 
the  requirements  which  will  be  enforceable  on  1st  January,  1966. 

Cleanliness:  All  premises  visited  were  satisfactory. 

Heating:  Only  two  of  the  premises  visited  were  provided  with  the  thermo- 
meter required  to  enable  the  employees  to  check  on  the  temperature  of  the 
rooms. 

Accidents:  No  accidents  were  reported  during  the  year. 


INFESTATION 

Twenty-two  visits  were  made  as  a result  of  which  the  following  treatment 
was  carried  out: — 

No.  of  houses  treated  for  vermin  . . . . . . . . 1 

„ ,,  fly  infestation  . . . . . . 8 

„ „ cockroaches  . . . . . . . . 1 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 

In  all,  331  visits  were  made,  127  of  which  were  made  to  food  shops  and 
catering  establishments  in  connection  with  the  Aberdeen  typhoid  outbreak  in 
July. 
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FACTORIES 

During  the  year  60  visits  were  made  and  no  statutory  action  was  found  to 
be  necessary. 

1.  INSPECTIONS  FOR  PURPOSES  OF  PROVISIONS  AS  TO  HEALTH 


Premises 

Number  of 

No.  on 
Register 

Inspec- 

tions 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  sec- 
tions 1,  2,  3,  4 and  6 are 
to  be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

3 

3 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  to  which  section  7 
is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

86 

57 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which 
section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority  (ex- 
cluding out-workers’ 
premises) 

Totals 

89 

60 

- 

- 

2.  CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND 


No.  of  cases  in  which  defects 

No.  of 

were  found 

cases  in 

which 

Particulars 

Referred 

prosecu- 

Reme- 

To  H.M. 

By  H.M. 

tions 

Found 

died 

Inspec- 

Inspec- 

were 

tor 

tor 

instituted 

Want  of  Cleanliness  (S.l) 

4 

4 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Unreasonable  temperature 

(S.3)  

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Ineffective  drainage  of 

floors  (S.6) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

(a)  Insuflicient 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

{b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

2 

2 

- 

- 

- 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Other  offences  against  the 

Act  (not  including  offences 

relating  to  out-work) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals  . . 

6 

6 

- 

- 

- 
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OUTWORK 
(Sections  133  and  134) 


Nature  of  Wotk 

No.  of 
out- 
workers in 
August 
list 

required 
by  Sect. 
133  (1)  (c) 

No.  of 
cases  of 
default  in 
sending 
list  to  the 
Council 

No.  of 
prosecu- 
tions for 
failure  to 
supply 
lists 

No.  of 
instances 
of  work  in 
unwhole- 
some 
premises 

Notices 

served 

Prose- 

cutions 

Wearing  apparel — 
Making,  etc. 

20 

Cleaning  and  wash- 
ing 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

RODENT  CONTROL 

One  operative  (with  a small  van)  is  employed  and  the  number  of  private 
dwellings  treated  last  year  showed  a slight  increase  on  the  previous  year  (265 
compared  with  257). 

In  the  case  of  trade  premises  the  cost  of  treatment  is  recovered;  accounts 
for  the  year  under  review  amounted  to  £66  15s.  Od. 

Sewage  disposal  works,  refuse  tips  and  other  Council  properties  are  visited 
quarterly  and  where  necessary  treated.  The  cost  of  this  is  allocated  to  the 
appropriate  account  and  amounted  to  approximately  £165. 

Details  of  inspections  and  treatments  by  the  Rodent  Operator  are  appended 
under  the  three  classifications.  In  addition,  of  course,  the  Public  Health 
Inspectors  during  the  course  of  routine  visits  to  various  premises — particularly 
food  premises — are  concerned  to  know  if  infestations  exist  and  if  so  that  action 
is  taken. 


Private  Dwellings 

No.  of  dwellings  surveyed  or  visited  as  a result  of  notification  281 
„ where  treatment  was  carried  out  . . . . 265 

Total  number  of  treatments  carried  out  to  private  dwellings  . . 285 

Total  number  of  visits  to  private  dwellings  ..  ..  ..  1,487 

Business  Premises 

No.  of  food  shops  surveyed  or  visited  as  a result  of  notification  5 

,,  ,,  where  treatment  was  carried  out  . . . . 4 

„ catering  establishments  (including  hotels  and  schools) 

surveyed  or  visited  as  a result  of  notification . . 17 

„ catering  establishments  where  treatment  was  carried  out  13 
„ other  premises  surveyed  or  visited  as  a result  of  notifica- 
tion . . . . . . . . . . . . 13 

„ other  premises  where  treatment  was  carried  out  . . 9 

„ farms  surveyed  or  visited  as  a result  of  notification  . . 108 

„ farms  where  infestations  were  found : 

In  Survey  20  \ 

By  notification  12  j ' ' ' ‘ ' ' ' " ’ ' ^ 

„ farms  where  treatment  was  carried  out  ..  ..  ..  12 

Total  number  of  treatments  carried  out  at  business  premises  . . 49 

Total  number  of  visits  to  business  premises  . . . . . . 392 
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Coancil  Property.  Sewage  works,  refuse  tips,  etc. 

Refuse  tips  in  particular  are  attractive  to  rats  and  it  is  difficult  to  keep  them 
entirely  rat  free.  The  permanent  “ Warfarin  ” baiting  points,  however,  have 
been  effective  in  preventing  any  large  scale  build-up  between  main  treatments. 


PETROLEUM  (REGULATION)  ACTS,  1928  AND  1936: 


Storage  of  Petroleum 

The  number  of  premises  licensed  to  keep  petroleum  is  as  follows: — 


(a)  for  private  use  . . . . 42 

(b)  for  retail  sales  . . . . 50 

No.  of  existing  tanks  (at  least  20  years  old)  tested  . . . . 28 

„ new  tanks  tested  . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 

During  the  year  under  review,  in  addition  to  the  routine  renewal  of  current 
licences  to  store  petroleum,  three  new  premises  were  licensed  and  one  transfer 
was  effected.  In  the  case  of  two  premises  the  licenses  were  not  renewed. 


DETAILS  OF  COMPLAINTS  RECEIVED 


Overflowing  cesspools 

10 

Drainage 

9 

Housing  defects 

3 

Rats  and  Mice 

. . 386 

Fly  infestations 

12 

Unsatisfactory  living  conditions  . . 

1 

Sanitary  accommodation  . . 

2 

Vermin 

1 

Keeping  of  pigs  or  poultry 

13 

Smoke  nuisance 

6 

Miscellaneous 

31 

Noise  nuisance 

2 

Total  476 

37 
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